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Springboard
This programme provides places on part-time higher 
education courses such as the green economy and financial
services. The courses range from certificate to master's
degree levels. 

Springboard is aimed at people who are unemployed but
who previously worked in sectors such as construction and 
manufacturing. 

Do I qualify for Springboard?

To qualify for Springboard, you must:

l get either Jobseeker's Benefit, Jobseeker's Allowance or
other social welfare payments; or

l be signing for social insurance credits; and

l have a history of employment; and

l be actively seeking work.

You may also qualify if you:

l are on short-time working and getting a Jobseeker’s
payment; or 

l were previously self-employed. 

Do I have to pay for the course?
l You do not have to pay course fees or charges while you

are unemployed. 

l If you take up a job while on a course, Springboard will
also fund the fees for the full academic year

Will I still get my social welfare 
payment?
l Yes, you will continue to get your existing social welfare

payment while taking part in Springboard.  

How do I apply for Springboard?
To apply go to the website: www.springboardcourses.ie,
choose the course(s) you are interested in and apply online.
Follow the instructions on the website. 

If you are getting a Jobseeker's payment contact your local
social welfare office to register for the Part-time Education
Option (PTEO) using the PTEO Springboard form. You must
do this before you start your course.

Can I do courses that are not part of
VTOS, BTEA or Springboard? 
You may be able to take up certain courses under the Education,
Training and Development Option. 

Do I qualify for this option? 
To qualify for the education, training and developement option
and keep your Jobseeker’s payment you must be:

l 21 years of age or over; or

l 18 to 20 years of age and out of formal education for at
least 2 years   and

l getting a Jobseeker’s payment for 6 months or signing on for
credits for 6 months

A facilitator at your local social welfare office must approve the
course. You must prove to the facilitator that the course will
improve your chances of getting work.

How do I apply? 
l Fill out the BTE1 form and return it to your local Social

Welfare Office.  For more information call the INOU.

Can I get any other financial assistance? 
You may be able to get further funding if you are looking to
return to education. This includes VEC scholarships, the Higher
Education Grants Scheme and student bank loans. 

Where can I get more information?
Adult Educational Guidance Services (AEGIS) provides free
educational guidance services for adults in 40 locations
nationally. Professional guidance counsellors can give you up to
date information on a range of full / part-time education
options including VTOS and BTEA. They can also provide advice
on funding, access to college and return to learning choices. For
more information visit: www.aegai.ie

www.inou.ieTo contact the INOU call: 01 856 0088
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I’d like to return to education. 
What are my options?
You have a range of options at both second level and third
level. In some cases, you will get an allowance or be able to
keep your existing social welfare payment. 

Where can I find out about these options?
Vocational Education Committees (VECs) administer adult 
education schemes at both second level and third level. The
VECs also administer maintenance grants and funding for third
level education. For more information, visit www.ivea.ie. 

The main schemes are:
l VTOS    l BTEA    l Springboard

VTOS – Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme

VTOS is the main second-level adult education programme.
VTOS lets you keep your social welfare payment and return to
education. Programmes are full-time and are run by the VECs.

To qualify for VTOS you must be:
l aged 21 or over; and

l getting either Jobseeker’s Benefit or Jobseeker’s Allowance
for 6 months or signing on for credits for 6 months.

Your spouse or partner may also qualify for VTOS.

What payment will I get on VTOS?
l Instead of your Jobseeker's payment, you will get a training

allowance. The rate of that training allowance will depend
on the rate of your Jobseeker's payment. The maximum
amount you can get on VTOS is €188.

l You will not get a payment if you are signing on for credits.

l You will get a training bonus of €20 if you have been getting
a social welfare payment for 1 year or more.

l You can work part-time or casually during your studies and
this will not affect your payment.

l You will get travel and meal allowances.

l You may qualify for free childcare places under the Childcare
Employment and Training Support (CETS) scheme.

l There are no course fees.

Do I have to ‘sign on’ while I am on VTOS?
If you are on a Jobseeker’s payment, you will not have to ‘sign on’.

How do I apply for VTOS?
Contact your Local  VEC. 

The BTEA scheme lets you keep your social welfare payment
and return to approved full-time education. This may be at:
l second level – for example, Junior or Leaving Certificate

or

l third level – for example, a diploma, or degree.

The scheme does not cover courses at private schools or
colleges.

Do I qualify for BTEA?
This depends on whether you are thinking about a second
level or a third level course.
To qualify for the second-level option, you must be:

l 21 years of age or over and have been getting Jobseeker’s
Benefit or Jobseeker’s Allowance for at least 3 months; or

l 18 to 20 years of age, out of formal education for at least 2
years and getting a Jobseeker’s payment for at least 3
months; 

To qualify for the 3rd Level option you must be:

l 21 years of age or over and have been getting a Jobseeker’s
payment for at least 9 months: or

l 18 to 20 years of age, out of formal education for at least 2
years and getting a Jobseeker’s payment for at least 9
months. 

1f you are applying for a third level post graduate course you
must be at least 24 years of age.

You may also qualify for BTEA if you have been getting certain
social welfare payments such as the One-Parent Family 
payment. You must be getting a qualifying social welfare
payment immediately before you start the course.

Can I keep my other benefits?
If you qualify for BTEA, you may keep any other benefits you
already have such as the fuel allowance or the rent or
mortgage interest supplement.

I have just been made redundant. 
Do I qualify for BTEA?
You may access the BTEA scheme immediately if:

l you have been made statutorily redundant; and

l you are entitled to a Jobseeker’s payment

How do I apply for BTEA?
Before you apply, you will need to get a letter from the college
offering you a place on the course. 

When you get this letter, fill out Form BTE1 and return it along
with the letter to your local social welfare office. You can get this
from www.welfare.ie or from your local social welfare office.

What payment will I get on BTEA?
l You will get the same rate of BTEA as your current social

welfare payment unless you are getting a reduced age
related Jobseeker's Allowance payment, then you will get
up to €160.

l The BTEA payment will only be paid for the 9-month
course year. It will not be paid for the 3 summer months
between course years unless you are on work experience.
If you are not employed during the summer, you may be
able to claim Jobseeker’s Benefit or Jobseeker’s Allowance.

l Your BTEA payment will include any increases for a
qualified adult and qualified children. A qualified adult is a
spouse or partner who does not get a social welfare
payment in their own right.

If you work part-time or do some casual work, this will not
affect your BTEA payment as long as you remain a full-time
student. However, it could affect your secondary benefits such
as rent or mortgage interest supplement.

Can I apply for a student grant as well?
The Student Grants Scheme covers maintenance grants and
fee grants. You cannot get both the BTEA and the maintenance
grant. However, you may qualify for a fee grant to help
towards the cost of your student contribution. 

How do I apply for a student grant?
To apply go to the website: www.studentfinance.ie and follow
the instructions. Contact your local VEC for more information.

Do I still have to ‘sign on’ while on BTEA?
No, you do not have to ‘sign-on’ while on BTEA.

BTEA – Back to Education Allowance


